SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
taught by voluntary teachers.  An American lumber
specialist writes that in an emergency in the woods, 120
men turned out and, by *free work, did in four and a
half hours what would ordinarily have taken those
responsible for it eighty working days/  Whilst the
huge tractor works at Kharkov were being con-
structed, mountains of rubbish accumulated all round
the buildings; and the inhabitants of the city made it a
point of honour to clear it away* . . , Whole crowds
assembled on their free days, and swarmed round the
premises, eventually completing the entire task.  On
some afternoons, it was reported, it looked like a big
holiday excursion getting off the tramcars, and it is
estimated  that from first to  last  the participants
numbered at least thirty thousand. At Leningrad, the
correspondent of a French newspaper was impressed
by the crowd of volunteers whom he saw helping to
repave the streets.   *It was on the Ligovskaia in
Leningrad, near the railway station,  early in the
summer, that I saw hundreds of men, women and
children even, pulling the granite blocks up from the
toad* * . , Girls who seemed more accustomed to
typewriters were doing their best to pull up the heavy
setts which were then passed from hand to hand. Men
dressed as  office-workers  lent a hand too.   And
childtea also were loaded with their own small